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Fort Pierce Police to Unveil a Public Video 
Surveillance Camera System 

 
Open House and Media Information Opportunity 

 
Date:   Thursday, June 4, 2009 
Time:   1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
Place:   Willie B. Ellis Police Substation 
Address:  1220 Avenue D, Fort Pierce, Florida, 34950 

 
 

The Fort Pierce Police Department is implementing a new crime prevention tool - a public 
video surveillance system.  This system consists of 9 video cameras that will be used to 
detect and deter crime throughout the Lincoln Park and Downtown areas of Fort Pierce.   
 
The Fort Pierce Redevelopment Agency (FPRA) awarded the police department a 
$250,000 grant for the public video surveillance camera system as a pilot program to 
evaluate the effectiveness of using cameras to deter crime.  The police department 
partnered with the Fort Pierce Utilities Authority (FPUA) to install and maintain the system.  
This partnership reduced the final project cost to $203,000.    
 
The partnership with FPUA not only saved the police department a tremendous amount of 
money, but it also provided an opportunity for the utilities authority to initiate plans for a 
wireless communication project that will ultimately enhance services available to utility 
customers.  
 
The surveillance system consists of eight (8) cameras installed at the following locations: 
Avenue D and N. US #1, Avenue D and N. 17th Street, Avenue D and N. 19th Street, 
Avenue D and North 21st Street, Avenue D and N. 23rd Street, N. 23rd Street and Avenue I, 
N. 23rd Street and Avenue E and 117 S. 2nd Street.  The system also includes a portable 
camera that will be used at special events and critical incidents.   
 
The camera system is a state-of-the-art digital setup capable of recording activity 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.   The system was designed to serve two purposes:  crime detection 
and crime deterrence.  As such, all cameras are installed overtly and marked with signs 
that read, “NOTICE VIDEO SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS”.   
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The system is designed to be monitored from the Ellis Police Substation, but police 
personnel can also access the system from remote locations, including police cars 
patrolling the area.   
 
The system is fully operational as of June 4, 2009, but it started making an impact weeks 
ago.  On May 7, 2009, while installers were still working on the system, Chief Sean Baldwin 
and Captain Gregory Kirk were demonstrating the system at the Ellis Substation.  During 
the demonstration, they watched a drug dealer make a transaction 5 blocks away at 17th 
Street and Avenue D.  After the transaction, the drug buyer drove east on Avenue D.  Chief 
Baldwin and Captain Kirk stopped the vehicle as it passed the Ellis Substation.  The drugs 
were recovered from the buyer and the dealer was arrested (arrest affidavit attached).     
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